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  Prologue

  At the Last Supper, Jesus revealed the mystery of His name to His eleven disciples, saying, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask(John 16:24)." I wrote this book with the hope that, through it, we may once again understand why we must live in the name of Jesus. For even today, just as when Jesus first spoke these words, whatever we do, whether in word or deed, we must do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. There is no other way and no other salvation for us. This is because Jesus alone is our way, our truth, our life, and our salvation(John 14:6, Acts 4:12). Therefore, this book testifies only to "the name of Jesus," which is the heart of all 66 books of the Bible.


John 16:24 "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full."


Colossians 3:17 "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him."


Acts 4:12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."


Amen.


  The Name of God, “Jesus”

  We Christians believe that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the Trinity, that is, one God. Yet it seems that we often fail to fully recognize that the name “Jesus” is the name of God, and therefore we do not always live by relying on the name of Jesus in our daily lives. Perhaps for this reason, God asks us through Proverbs 30:4, “...What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, If you know?” Knowing that the name of God is “Jesus” is very important for us. This is because the name upon which we must rely, and by which we must do all things, is only the name of “Jesus” (Colossians 3:17).


Before examining the passages, there is one important point we should understand. In many English Bibles, the Hebrew name of God, YHWH, is rendered as “the LORD” in capital letters. This is the divine name traditionally written as “Jehovah” in English and “여호와” in Korean. Therefore, when this article refers to “the LORD” in Old Testament passages, it should be understood as “the LORD” — that is, Jehovah, YHWH in the Hebrew text. The American Standard Version often renders this name directly as “Jehovah,” and this helps us see more clearly that these passages are speaking of the name of God.


There are many passages in the Bible that testify that the name of God is “Jesus.” Among them, let us examine a few representative passages. First, when Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a young donkey, a great multitude took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him. Through the cry they shouted, let us see that the name of God is “Jesus.”


John 12:12-13 “12The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The King of Israel!”


Through the passage above, we can see that the “LORD” in the phrase “He who comes in the name of the LORD” refers to Jehovah, the name of God. This declaration fulfilled the words written in the Psalms. Let us read the following passage from the Psalms, where the American Standard Version renders the divine name directly as “Jehovah.”


Psalm 118:26 “Blessed be he that cometh in the name of Jehovah: We have blessed you out of the house of Jehovah.”


What we should notice in the passage above is that the name of God, “Jehovah,” in the words “he that cometh in the name of Jehovah,” is rendered in John 12:13 as the title “the Lord.” In other words, through the great multitude who held palm branches and welcomed Jesus at that time, God caused them to testify that “Jesus is the One who comes in the name of Jehovah.” This shows that Old Testament passages in which the name of God is written as Jehovah, that is, YHWH, are often rendered in English Bibles as “the LORD.” Such passages become an important key in testifying that the name of God is “Jesus.” Let us look at more related passages by comparing the Old Testament and the New Testament.


Psalm 110:1 “Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, Until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”


Acts 2:34-36 “34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, 35Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’ 36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”


In the passage above as well, Psalm 110:1 says, “Jehovah saith unto my Lord...,” yet in Acts 2:34 it is expressed as “The LORD said to my Lord...,” showing that the name “Jehovah” is used as the reverential title “Lord.” The people of Israel in the Old Testament knew that their only “Lord” was “Jehovah,” and therefore they called their God “Lord Jehovah” (Genesis 15:2, 2 Samuel 7:18). However, when David said in Psalm 110:1, “Jehovah said to my Lord...,” it appeared as though David had another Lord besides Jehovah. Since the people of Israel at that time could never accept that there was any other Lord besides Jehovah, this passage remained difficult for them to understand for a long time (Matthew 22:41-46). The answer was revealed much later, on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit of truth came down to this earth and explained it through the lips of the disciples in many tongues.


Acts 2:17-21 “17And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh... 21And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.”


Joel 2:28-32 “28And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh... 32And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered...”


In these passages as well, the name “Jehovah” in Joel 2 is used in Acts 2 as the reverential title “Lord.” The Jews who heard this word from the disciples of Jesus at that time would have thought, up to that point, that “the name of the Lord = the name of Jehovah,” because for them, “the Lord” was Jehovah. But as the Holy Spirit of truth continued to speak through the disciples, He mentioned the very passage of David that the Jews had wondered about: “Jehovah said to my Lord...” And through the disciples, He proclaimed to the world that our Lord is now Jesus.


Acts 2:34-36 “34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, 35Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’ 36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”


In verse 36 above, through the words, “Let all the house of Israel know assuredly... that God has made this Jesus both ‘Lord’ and ‘Christ,’” the Holy Spirit caused the people of Israel to understand that the “my Lord” spoken of by David long ago was none other than Jesus, whom they had crucified. It says that when the people of Israel heard this, they were cut to the heart (Acts 2:37). They also may have had the following confusion: If “Jehovah” is “Lord,” and “Jesus” is also “Lord,” then do we have two Lords? In fact, when the disciples quoted Joel 2:32 earlier and used the reverential title “Lord” instead of the name “Jehovah,” they were not trying to testify only that “the name of the Lord = the name of Jehovah.” Rather, because “Jesus = Lord,” they were testifying that one must now call upon “the name of the Lord,” that is, “the name of Jesus,” in order to be saved. In other words, by testifying that Jehovah and Jesus are the same “Lord,” they preached to the people of Israel the Trinity: that Jehovah God of the Old Testament and Jesus of the New Testament are one.


Therefore, in Acts 2:21, where it says, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved,” the “Lord” is no longer understood only as “Jehovah,” as written in Joel, but is now proclaimed as “Jesus.” In other words, after the Holy Spirit came down to this earth on the day of Pentecost, He gave His first testimony through the disciples: “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” By doing so, He proclaimed to all nations in their own tongues that the name of God is “Jesus.” This is possible because Jehovah of the Old Testament and Jesus of the New Testament are the same “one God.” Therefore, we do not have “two Lords,” but only “one Lord.”


Romans 10:9-13 “9that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.’ 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13For ‘whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.’”


1 Corinthians 12:3-5 “3...and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.”


Ephesians 4:3-5 “3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism;”


Through the testimonies of the apostle Paul above, we can see that “Jesus” is our “Lord,” and that this “one Lord” has become “Lord over all.” Therefore, it is written that whoever calls upon “the name of the Lord,” that is, “the name of Jesus,” shall be saved (Romans 10:13).


In the New Testament, we cannot find the name “Lord Jehovah,” which we often encounter in the Old Testament, even once. There is only “Lord Jesus.” This is not, as some claim, a mistranslation, nor is it blasphemous toward God. This is truly the truth, and Scripture says that it rather gives glory to God.


Philippians 2:6-11 “6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


Thus, since Scripture says that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, it is right for us to call Jesus “the Lord Jesus.”


Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus...”


Ultimately, “Lord Jehovah” in the Old Testament and “Lord Jesus” in the New Testament are the same “one God.” And for us who live in these last days, it is very important, as the verse above says, to live by relying on the name of the “Lord Jesus” in whatever we do, whether in word or deed. This is because it is written that in the last days, “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:17-21).


Acts 4:5-12 “... 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: 9If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 10let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole... 12Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.’”


As the passage above says, “Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel,” we also must know that there is only one name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved, and that name is only the name of Jesus. The disciples were able to boldly proclaim the salvation of the name of Jesus to the people of Israel, who at that time believed that the name of Jehovah was the name of their salvation, because the name of Jesus was the name of God. And as verse 8 says, “Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,” this was not merely the word of Peter as an individual, but the testimony of the Spirit of truth, that is, the word of God.


John 10:30 “I and My Father are one.”


John 5:43 “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.”


John 17:11 “...Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.”


  How to Pray

  In the things of this world, there is what we call a "method" for doing them. If we know that method and act according to it, the task can become easier, and we can also have confidence that the result will surely come about accordingly. On the other hand, if we do not know the method, we will act according to our own thoughts. Then even something easy may become difficult, and if things do not go smoothly, we cannot help but doubt whether we will be able to obtain the result we desire. In the end, it becomes easy to bring about a wrong result. The same is true in spiritual matters. When we pray according to the method recorded in the Bible and taught by Jesus, we can have the assurance of faith that He will surely fulfill it according to His word. But if we do not know that method, we cannot help but pray wrongly according to our own thoughts and habits, and in the end, this will result in not receiving an answer to that prayer. Therefore, learning through the Bible how we ought to pray is a very important matter in our spiritual fellowship with Jesus.


[The Method of Prayer]


Through the Bible, God has clearly taught us to whom and how we should pray. In particular, Jesus made this clear through the final words He spoke to the remaining eleven disciples at the Last Supper, after Judas Iscariot had gone out to betray Him.


John 14:13-16 "13And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 15If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16And I will pray the Father..."


Through this passage, we can clearly know who receives our prayers, what the method of prayer is, and who answers those prayers. According to this word, when we pray, we must pray "to Jesus in the name of Jesus." This is because Jesus said, "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it." At that time, only the eleven disciples of Jesus were able to hear these words. Outside the room where the Last Supper was taking place, the many people of Israel were all praying to Jehovah God in the name of Jehovah. This was because, according to the law handed down from their fathers for generations, they had known that Jehovah God alone was the One who receives prayer, and that Jehovah God alone was the One who could answer their prayers.


Then what are we to make of the words in John 14:13-16 above? The statement that the One who receives prayer is now not Jehovah God directly, but Jesus, must have been astonishing even to the eleven disciples. Therefore, in order to help the eleven disciples understand, Jesus had already spoken to them as follows.


John 14:6 "Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."


By speaking this word first to His disciples, Jesus helped them understand in advance that God had now established, as a new commandment, that no one could come to God except through Jesus. Therefore, prayer also is no longer to be offered by asking Jehovah directly, but by asking Jesus in the name of Jesus. In verse 13, Jesus also added, "that the Father may be glorified in the Son." By saying this, He taught His disciples that praying to Jesus in the name of Jesus, rather than to Jehovah directly, was not wrong, but rather something that gives glory to God. And the reason Jesus spoke in this way was to help His disciples, and also us, understand that Jesus has now become the "Mediator" between God and us [see The Only Mediator Is Jesus Christ].


1 Timothy 2:5 "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus."


The word "Mediator" in the passage above has the same meaning as John 14:6, which says that no one can come directly to God without going through Jesus. And because it says that there is also "one" Mediator, it clearly teaches us that only Jesus can be the Mediator between God and us. Therefore, since no one can now come directly to God without going through Jesus (John 10:1, 9), when we ask Jesus in the name of Jesus, He also grants what we ask "in the name of Jesus." This is the role of mediation, and this is the new order of prayer.


John 16:23-25 "23And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 25These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father."


As we can see from the passage above, even the disciples of Jesus had not asked Jesus in the name of Jesus until that time. But when the time had come, Jesus taught His disciples the new method of prayer, saying, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask." When we look at the Acts of the Apostles, where the works of Jesus’ disciples are recorded, we can see that they used the name of Jesus in everything they did. The reason the disciples were able to use, that is, rely upon, the name of Jesus in all things was that, at the Last Supper, they heard and obeyed this mysterious word, this figurative and hidden teaching, that they must ask Jesus in His name in order to receive an answer. Therefore, we today also must follow this new method of prayer and pray to Jesus in the name of Jesus. This is not a matter of choice, something we may or may not do, but a commandment that must be kept (John 14:14-15). This is because no one, not even the disciples of Jesus, can come to God without acknowledging the mediation of Jesus. Whoever does not follow this method cannot have his prayer answered.


What would have happened if the disciples of Jesus had heard His words, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask," and yet had not acted according to this method? Because Jesus spoke conditionally, saying, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive," from the time He spoke these words onward, even the disciples could never receive an answer to prayers that were not offered to Jesus in the name of Jesus. The same is true for us. When we did not know this method, we were not required to follow it; but from the time we come to know this method, we also must obey it in order to receive (John 15:21-22, Acts 17:30).


[The Content of Prayer]


The method of prayer is to pray to Jesus in the name of Jesus. Then what should the content of our prayer be? In James 4:2-3 below, we are first told that we do not have because we do not ask, and then that even when we ask, we do not receive because we ask wrongly, in order to spend it on our desires. This is why the content of our prayer is important. Even if we pray according to the method that has been taught to us, if the content of the prayer is wrong, He will not grant that prayer either. This is for our own good. If a child without discernment asks his parents to give him something that could harm him, not knowing the danger, his parents cannot grant that request for the child’s sake, even though they love him. In the same way, Jesus does not grant prayers that are offered according to our own desires, for our own good. In other words, self-centered prayers, prayers that are not offered according to the word, cannot be granted by Jesus for our own good.


James 4:2-3 "2... Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures."


Matthew 6:7-8 "7And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him."


Therefore, our prayers should no longer be "self-centered prayers," such as "What shall we eat? What shall we drink? What shall we wear?" Rather, we must first offer "the prayer that God desires."


Matthew 6:31-33 "31Therefore do not worry, saying, What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or What shall we wear? 32For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you."


Mark 14:36 "And He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will."


Therefore, even when we have something we desire, if we restrain ourselves and instead offer the prayer that God desires, that prayer becomes a prayer that is answered. The prayer that God desires refers to "prayer offered according to the word," like the Lord’s Prayer taught by Jesus (Matthew 6:9-13) and Solomon’s prayer when he asked for wisdom (1 Kings 3). If we understand, through the words of the Bible, what pleases Jesus and what His will is, and if we pray "to Jesus in the name of Jesus" in order to fulfill that word, then, as in the case of Solomon, He will answer us even with other things that we did not ask for. In the end, even in prayer, we must know the Bible in order to offer prayer that is pleasing to God’s heart (1 Kings 3:10), that is, prayer that is acceptable to Him (Psalm 19:14).


When a prayer is not pleasing to the heart of Jesus, even if it is the prayer of the apostle Paul, Jesus does not grant it for Paul’s own good. Because of the suffering he had, the apostle Paul prayed to Jesus three times that it might be removed from him, but Jesus did not grant his prayer.


2 Corinthians 12:7-10 "7And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9And He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong."


Through this passage, we can receive an important lesson. We may always pray to Jesus in the name of Jesus, but whether He grants that prayer or does not grant it depends entirely on the judgment of Jesus. Because Jesus is the One who considers only what is truly for our good (Hebrews 12:9-10), He will answer us according to what we need for His glory (Proverbs 30:8). When Jesus did not grant the prayer that the apostle Paul had offered three times, Paul did not become discouraged or harden his heart. Rather, he discerned the Lord’s will and instead rejoiced greatly and boasted in it. We also should not insist only on our own desires like little children. Rather, we must understand the broad heart and will of Jesus, and give thanks and glory in the name of Jesus to the One who works only for our good (Hebrews 12:10)...


  The Only Mediator Is Jesus Christ

  1 Timothy 2:5 "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus."


Because the passage above says that there is "one Mediator," we can know that only Jesus, "one Person," is the Mediator between God and us. In another expression of Scripture, Jesus is also called the "only begotten Son" (John 3:16), and this also tells us that there is no one else besides Jesus. The reason it is important for us to know this is that this word causes us to look only to Jesus. From pastors to lay believers, we are all the same human beings. Therefore, rather than looking to people, we must look to Jesus and follow only the words of Jesus. The teachings and commands of men can never come before the words of Jesus. This is because a human being cannot become a mediator. Since the only One who can lead us to God is Jesus alone, it is important for us not to set our hearts on looking to and relying on people, but rather to read the words of the Bible, and to believe and follow Jesus, who is the Word.


Isaiah 24:2 "And it shall be: as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master..."


Job 33:6 "Truly I am as your spokesman before God; I also have been formed out of the clay."


Hosea 4:9 "And it shall be: like people, like priest. So I will punish them for their ways, and reward them for their deeds."


As the passages above show, we are all the same before God. Nevertheless, the reason various offices exist within the church is that, because the church is a place where people gather, things should not be done in confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33), but in order, so that we may worship Jesus in spirit and truth (1 Corinthians 14:40, John 4:23). Those who have learned the Scriptures first have the duty to guide those who come later rightly to Jesus, that is, into the truth. However, offices within the church are not offices for power and authority as in the world. Therefore, those who are in positions of office must boast only in Jesus and humble themselves instead. And those who do not hold office should diligently learn the Bible through those whom the Lord has set before them, and grow in the faith of believing in Jesus (2 Thessalonians 1:3).


All of us can become priests of the gospel, and indeed we must become priests of the gospel (Romans 15:16). In the Old Testament age, God permitted the office of priest only to the descendants of Levi. But in the gospel of the New Testament, He has opened the way for anyone to become a priest. The One who showed the example of this is Jesus Himself. Though Jesus was born through the tribe of Judah, not through the tribe of Levi, Scripture says that He became our eternal High Priest (Hebrews 7:14, 24-25). Therefore, becoming a pastor is not something that is possible only by graduating from a seminary. Likewise, offices within the church should not be appointed according to doctrines and rules established by men, but should be entrusted according to the words recorded in Scripture (2 Timothy 2:2, 1 Timothy 3:1-13).


Revelation 1:6 "And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."


1 Peter 2:9 "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light."


Through the passages above, Scripture tells us that we have now become priests. And as for the reason, it says that God has made us priests for Himself, so that we may proclaim the excellencies of Jesus. Therefore, as priests of the gospel, we must carry out the mission of proclaiming Jesus to people and leading them to Him. The apostle Paul expressed this figuratively, saying that he had betrothed people to one Husband, Christ, so that he might present them as a pure virgin to Him (2 Corinthians 11:2). Just as a matchmaker brings a man and a woman together in marriage, we, as priests of the gospel, must tell people about Jesus, who is the Bridegroom, and help them become one with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17). Then they will become one spirit with Jesus and live by relying directly on Jesus, who is the Mediator. This is the work of a priest of the gospel. Wherever and whomever the Lord allows us to meet, we simply need to testify to the unleavened word of Jesus, so that the person may live by relying directly on Jesus, the Mediator, who is the Word. The star that guided the wise men from the East to the child Jesus was the same in this regard (Matthew 2:1-11, Daniel 12:3). The mission of that star was to guide the wise men to Jesus. Although those wise men were able to come to Jesus by seeing the star that guided them, after that, the star could no longer receive attention. This is because the central figure is only Jesus.


Exodus 34:29-35 "29Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai, and the two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain, that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. 30So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them as commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. 34But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded. 35And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him."


Through the actions Moses showed before the people of Israel in the passage above, we can also know what our position should be. When Moses’ face shone because he had spoken with God, he showed humility by covering his face with a veil, lest the people of Israel pay more attention to the radiance of his face than to the word of God (verse 35). Even today, it seems that people often pay more attention to pastors than to the words of Jesus. Therefore, those who have become priests of the gospel must never allow themselves to become the focus of attention, but must reveal only the name of Jesus. This is because whoever exalts himself will be humbled (Matthew 23:1-12). When we humble ourselves and seek to exalt only the name of Jesus, Jesus will exalt us (Proverbs 4:8, 2 Thessalonians 1:12).


Acts 3:1-12, 16 "1Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple. 3Who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. 4And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, Look at us. 5So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6Then Peter said, Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. 7And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength... 11Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 16And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all."


As we see in the passage above, although Peter healed the man who had been lame from birth "in the name of Jesus," the people thought instead that Peter and John had healed him, and they looked intently at the disciples (verses 11-12). At that time, the disciples did not reveal themselves, but exalted only the name of Jesus, saying that "through faith in the name of Jesus, His name healed him." By doing this, the disciples prevented the people from looking to them. In reality, they themselves had not healed the lame man; rather, "the name of Jesus" had healed him. Therefore, it was only natural that only the name of Jesus should be boasted in and exalted. But because people tend to rely more on the visible person than on believing in the name of Jesus, priests of the gospel must be careful about this point and, like the disciples above, must reveal only the name of Jesus, so that they themselves do not receive attention, but only Jesus does. This is the meaning of the command given to us: "Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" (Colossians 3:17). This is because the One whom we must rely upon and live by is not any human being, but only Jesus.


Colossians 3:17 "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him."


Even when this passage tells us to give thanks to God the Father, it teaches us to do so "through Him." This is teaching us about mediation. In Ephesians below, this same word is expressed as follows.


Ephesians 5:20 "Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ."


It tells us to give thanks always to God the Father "in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." This is what it means to rely on Jesus, and this is what it means to acknowledge that Jesus is our Mediator.


At the Last Supper, Jesus spoke the following words of mystery to the eleven disciples.


John 14:6 "Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."


John 14:13-16 "13And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 15If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16And I will pray the Father..."


John 16:23-24 "23... Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full."


Consider the situation at the time when Jesus spoke the words above. The only ones who could hear these words were the eleven disciples in a small room. Outside that room, the many people of Israel were all praying to Jehovah God, calling on the name of Jehovah. Although the eleven disciples were outwardly insignificant in the flesh, Jesus spoke to them a great hidden mystery concerning "mediation" [see How to Pray]. People try to come directly to God, but Jesus’ word teaches that they can no longer receive in that way. Because only Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, no one can come to God except through Jesus. Therefore, prayer also must be offered to Jesus in the name of Jesus; that is, we must confess with our lips that Jesus is the Mediator (Romans 10:10-13) so that we may receive an answer. The disciples who heard this word of mystery later used and relied only on the name of Jesus in all things.


For this reason, we must rely on the name of Jesus in all things (Colossians 3:17): to confess with our lips that Jesus is our Mediator, to keep people from looking to and relying on other people, and to give glory only to Jesus. We must never forget this truth: only through Jesus can we come to God, and only by relying on the name of Jesus can we receive life, that is, eternal life.


Acts 3:12, 16 "12So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 16And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know..."


John 20:31 "But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name."


  Exodus 12 — Concerning the Blood of the Lamb

  Before bringing the people of Israel out of Egypt, God sent ten plagues upon Egypt. Among them, from the first to the ninth plague, God distinguished the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel lived, and did not send the plagues there, but only upon the regions where the Egyptians lived (Exodus 7-11). However, the final tenth plague recorded in Exodus 12 was different. The tenth plague, the plague of death that struck the firstborn, did not distinguish between the Egyptians and the people of Israel; the destroyer was sent to all. There is a clear message in what God did in this way. It teaches us that God’s judgment will come not only upon those who do not believe in God, but also equally upon those who believe in God. For this reason, the word of Exodus 12 becomes a very important lesson for us who are living in these last days before judgment.


God said that when the destroyer saw the blood applied to the lintel and the two side posts, he would not destroy that house (Exodus 12:23). In other words, whoever was inside the house was not the standard; the people inside the house were not what mattered. Rather, whether the blood had been applied to the lintel and the two side posts of that house became the standard that divided life and death. This word can be a lesson to all of us. For those who believe in God, we can learn that merely having the title of being God’s people is not what matters, but that those who obey the word of God can live. And for those who do not believe in God, we can learn that even if they are Gentiles like the Egyptians, if they turn back and obey the word of God, they can live. Thus, whoever obeys the word of God and applies the blood can live through that obedience (Matthew 7:21). The importance of obedience is emphasized from the very beginning of Exodus 12.


Exodus 12:1-4 "1And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. 3Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: 4And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb."


The word given to Moses and Aaron, whom God sent to the people of Israel to speak to them, was that each household should take a lamb. In other words, Moses and Aaron were not the ones who saved the people of Israel from the destroyer; they were only instruments who delivered the word of God. Whether the people of Israel obeyed that word of God was what determined whether their firstborn would live or die. Therefore, we must keep in mind that God’s salvation does not come to us merely because we are together with a person like Moses, as though we too are saved through him. Rather, each person must obey the word of God in order to be saved (Ezekiel 14:12-20, Hebrews 3:16-18).


Hebrews 3:16-18 "16For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses? 17But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?"


Therefore, God desires to see obedience from us. God caused even His Son to obey to the point of death on the cross (Hebrews 5:7-9), because the sin of mankind began with disobedience to the word of God (Romans 5:19). God could have sent the tenth plague, the plague that struck the firstborn, only upon the Egyptians, just as He had done with the previous nine plagues. But He did not do so with the tenth plague because He desired to see the obedience of the people of Israel. Through this event, in which even the people of Israel would inevitably suffer the plague if they did not apply the blood, we can understand the importance of the blood. What, then, is the blood of the lamb, that it determines life and death in this way?


Exodus 12:5-7 "5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 6And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 7And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it."


In the passage above, the command to take a male lamb without blemish and of the first year points to "Jesus," who would be crucified in the distant future (1 Corinthians 5:7). And God commanded them to apply its blood to the two side posts and the upper door post of the house where they would eat the lamb. The meaning of that blood is "atonement."


Leviticus 17:11 "For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."


As the passage above says, blood has the power to make atonement for sin. Therefore, whenever the people of Israel came before God according to the feasts, God had the blood of the sacrifices they offered sprinkled in order to make atonement for their sins on their behalf. This was because of the word of God, as written in Leviticus 17:11 above and Hebrews 9:19-22: "...and almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission." In the end, even the people of Israel were sinners, and therefore the blood of atonement was necessary for their salvation. Just as each of them had to apply the blood of the lamb to the two side posts and the upper door post of his own house in order to live, we today must also put the blood of Jesus at the forefront in order to live. Whether I am an Israelite or an Egyptian — in other words, who I am — is not what matters. What matters now is whether or not the blood is at the forefront. Whoever puts the holy blood of Jesus at the forefront will receive forgiveness of sins, have his sins covered, and live. This is also like the meaning of the plate that God commanded to be placed on the forehead of Aaron the high priest, which said, "HOLINESS TO THE LORD" (Exodus 28:36-39). Although Aaron was the high priest, he too was a sinner as a man. Therefore, in order to enter the Most Holy Place where the holy ark of the covenant of God was, there had to be something that sanctified him. So God had the plate reading "HOLINESS TO THE LORD" placed on the front of his mitre, thereby cleansing him so that he could enter the Most Holy Place and live without dying.


Then what is the blood of Jesus, and what does it mean to put the blood of Jesus at the forefront? The blood of Jesus means the name of Jesus. This is because, just as the blood of Jesus makes atonement for sin, the name of Jesus is said to make atonement for our sins.


1 John 1:7 "...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."


1 John 2:12 "I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake."


Acts 10:43 "To him (Jesus) give all the prophets witness, that through his name (the name of Jesus) whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins."


Luke 24:47 "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name (in the name of Jesus) among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."


As the passages above testify, in the end, the blood of Jesus testifies to the name of Jesus. Therefore, to put the blood of Jesus at the forefront means to live in the name of Jesus. To live in the name of Jesus means to forsake this world and self-centered things, and whatever we do, whether in word or deed, to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17). Just as the people of Israel at the time of the Exodus were saved by relying not on themselves, but on the blood applied to the lintel and the two side posts, we also must live by relying on and depending upon the name of Jesus in all things. For those who live in the name of Jesus, just as it was said in Exodus 12:13, "And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you..." the name of Jesus will become the sign of our salvation [see The Mark of Salvation] and will save us from the destroyer, that is, from the judgment of God. It is our blessedness that, because of the name of Jesus, we can receive forgiveness of sins and have our sins covered.


Romans 4:6-8 "6Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin..."


Lastly, the fact that the people of Israel would serve as slaves for 400 years, and that they would come out of Egypt with great possessions, was already recorded in Genesis 15:13-14. At that time, however, although God told Abraham that his descendants would serve as slaves for 400 years and would come out with great possessions after 400 years, He did not specifically tell Abraham by what method He would save them. But when the time came, He revealed that method to Moses, the man of that time. And the people of Israel who heard the words of Moses received salvation by obeying what they had never done before: killing a lamb and applying its blood to the lintel and the two side posts.


Jesus also said to His disciples at the Last Supper, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask" (John 16:24-25). To the disciples, this was an unfamiliar word they had heard for the first time. Until then, the disciples had never asked "Jesus in the name of Jesus." But when the time had come, Jesus delivered to His disciples this word of mystery: "Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and ye shall receive." After hearing this word, the disciples later obeyed it and relied on the name of Jesus in all things (Acts 3-4). The apostle Paul, who was chosen later, was also chosen for the name of Jesus and lived for the name of Jesus (Acts 9:15-16, Acts 21:13)... The same is true for us today. As mentioned earlier in this chapter, now is the time for us, according to the word of Exodus 12, to put the name of Jesus at the forefront again for our salvation, and to do all things "in the name of Jesus" according to the method Jesus has taught us.


Colossians 3:17 "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus..."


  The Mark of Salvation

  Genesis 4:14-15 "14Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. 15And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him."


The mark that God gave to Cain was a "mark of salvation" that saved Cain. For Cain, who had killed his younger brother, that mark was his life, because it spared him from being killed by others. The Bible does not record exactly what that mark was, but Cain must have lived always treasuring and keeping that mark, which was like his very life. In the same way, we too need the mark of salvation that Cain needed. This is because, like Cain, we too are sinners. Just as Cain killed his younger brother, Scripture says that if we hate our brother, we also are murderers.


1 John 3:15 "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him."


In the end, we too are sinners like Cain, and therefore the mark of salvation that Cain had is absolutely necessary for us as well. This is because whether we live or die is determined by whether or not we have the mark that saves.


Besides Cain, another example in which life and death were determined by the mark of salvation can be seen in the case of Rahab the harlot in Joshua 2.


Joshua 2:12-21 "12-13Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token: And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 14And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. 15Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. 16And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way. 17And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear. 18Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee. 19And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. 20And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. 21And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window."


To Rahab, who saved the two spies of Israel, a "mark of salvation" was given by which she and her family could live. The mark of salvation given to Rahab was to tie a scarlet cord in the window. When the people of Israel came to strike Jericho, the scarlet cord had to be tied in the window in order for Rahab and all who were in her house to live. Just like the mark given to Cain, the scarlet cord tied in the window was like life itself to Rahab and her family.


In the Bible, the color scarlet symbolizes blood. Blood is life, and Scripture says that blood makes atonement for sin (Leviticus 17:11). The command to hang the scarlet cord in the window and the command in Exodus 12 to apply the blood of the lamb to the two doorposts and the lintel have the same meaning. They all testify to the blood of Jesus, that is, the name of Jesus. This is because the name of Jesus forgives our sins.


1 John 2:12 "I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake."


Acts 10:43-44 "43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins..."


Luke 24:47 "And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."


Thus, we can see that the name of Jesus has the authority to forgive sins. What Cain, who killed his brother, and Rahab the harlot, who otherwise could not avoid being destroyed when Jericho fell, needed was the very "mark of atonement"; and for us today, that mark is the name of Jesus.


Besides the cases of Cain and Rahab, the same mark of salvation is also testified to through the words of Ezekiel 9 and Revelation 14.


Ezekiel 9:3-6 "3And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhorn by his side; 4And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 5And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house."


This passage teaches us that God’s judgment will begin from Jerusalem. In other words, it tells us that God’s judgment will begin with those who believe in God, and that "all people" will become the objects of that judgment. However, Scripture says that there are those who can escape God’s judgment. They are those who sigh and cry because of all the abominations committed in Jerusalem (verse 4), and they are all those who have received the mark on their foreheads (verse 6). Because they were able to escape God’s judgment through the mark they received on their foreheads, the mark on their foreheads became the "mark of salvation" that saved them; indeed, that mark was their life.


Through the words of Revelation, God revealed what the mark on the forehead in Ezekiel 9 is.


Revelation 7:1-4 "1And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 4And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel."


Revelation 9:3-4 "3And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads."


Revelation 14:1 "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads."


Revelation 22:4 "And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads." (his = Jesus)


As the written words above testify, the mark, or seal, on the foreheads of the one hundred forty-four thousand was the name of "Jesus." In Revelation 14:1 above, it says the name of the Lamb and the name of His Father; yet in truth, these are not two names, but one name. This is because the name of the Lamb and the name of His Father are the same (John 5:43; see The Name of God, "Jesus", Concerning Baptism).


The number of the one hundred forty-four thousand speaks of the final victors, that is, those who remain alive to the end. Yet no one can say that only that exact number can be saved. The truly important point is the "mark of salvation" sealed on their foreheads, not the number of the one hundred forty-four thousand. They are simply a foreshadowing for us.


The One who seals the seal, or mark, on our foreheads is the Spirit of truth (Ephesians 1:13). And those who can receive the seal are, as in Ezekiel 9, those who sigh and cry because of all the abominations committed in Jerusalem. That is, they are not those who live self-centered lives, but those who first think of the glory of the name of Jesus in whatever they say or do (Colossians 3:17).


On the other hand, Satan also marks blasphemous names on people’s foreheads in order to hinder this truth.


Revelation 13 "1And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy... 16And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads..."


Revelation 17:1-5 "... 5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."


The words above must become a warning to us, so that we may have spiritual discernment and not live by such blasphemous names.


All names other than the name of Jesus are blasphemous names. This is because all glory and honor must be received by Jesus alone (Psalm 148:13). In the Bible, Babylon signifies pride (Daniel 4:28-30), and the harlot, that is, the adulteress, signifies those who have departed from the word of God and become friends with the world (James 4:4). Therefore, even if people say that they believe in Jesus, if they are proud and exalt themselves above the name of Jesus, or if they depart from the truth and compromise with the world for money and power, blasphemous names cannot help but be written on their foreheads.


What name is written on our foreheads now? And in whose name are we living now?


Because we are all sinners, all of us absolutely need the name of Jesus, which is the mark of salvation. In other words, we are beings who cannot live without the name of Jesus. Since the name of Jesus is our very life, just as Cain and Rahab, whom we have examined above, lived day by day relying on the mark of salvation given to them, we too must live day by day relying on the name of Jesus, which is our mark of salvation. Those who truly have the name of Jesus sealed on their foreheads cannot help but put only the name of Jesus at the forefront of everything. This is because only the name of Jesus is their one and only mark of salvation!


John 16:24 "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."


Acts 4:12 "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."


John 20:31 "But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name."


Colossians 3:17 "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him."


Amen.


  Levi’s Rod with Aaron’s Name Written on It

  Numbers 17:1-13 "1And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man’s name upon his rod. 3And thou shalt write Aaron’s name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers. 4And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will meet with you. 5And it shall come to pass, that the man’s rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you. 6And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their fathers’ houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among their rods. 7And Moses laid up the rods before the LORD in the tabernacle of witness. 8And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. 9And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod. 10And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not..."


At that time, Israel was divided into twelve tribes according to the twelve sons of Jacob. In order to put an end to the dispute within the nation of Israel (Numbers 16), God commanded that one rod be taken from each of the twelve tribes and that the twelve rods be placed before the ark of the testimony inside the tabernacle of meeting. Among those twelve rods, the rod that budded, brought forth shoots, blossomed, and bore almonds was to be the one through which the office of the priesthood would be carried out.


God commanded that the name of the leader of each tribe be written on that tribe’s rod. For example, the name of Reuben was to be written on the rod of the tribe of Reuben, and the name of Judah on the rod of the tribe of Judah. But for the tribe of Levi alone, God commanded that the name written on the rod should not be Levi, but Aaron, who was the high priest at that time (Numbers 3:10, Exodus 28:1-3).


We should pay attention to this point. A rod is already dead wood. The miracle of resurrection, in which this dead wood budded again, brought forth shoots, blossomed, and bore almonds, could take place only in "the rod of the one whom God chose," that is, only in "the rod of Levi with the name of Aaron, the high priest, written on it."


Through this astonishing miracle, God clearly entrusted the office of the priesthood to Aaron and his sons, leaving no room for further dispute. He also made with them an everlasting covenant of salt. Moreover, God even promised that He Himself would be their inheritance (Numbers 18). In order to accomplish all these things, God commanded that the rod of the tribe of Levi should not have the name "Levi" written on it, but the name "Aaron."


In the same way, the covenant that God once made with Aaron can also be received by us today. Although by bloodline we are not descendants of Levi, just as Jesus became the High Priest though He was from the tribe of Judah, now anyone who lives by relying on the name of Jesus can become a priest of the gospel (Romans 15:16). Therefore, if we live in the name of Jesus, who is our High Priest, God will also make with us an everlasting covenant of salt.


Our High Priest is "Jesus Christ"!


In the Bible, there were many high priests throughout many generations. This was because even a high priest was a man, and when his years came to an end, he died (Hebrews 7:23), and another high priest had to be appointed repeatedly. Also, in carrying out the office of the high priest, because he was a man with sin, he first had to be cleansed from his own sins, and he also had weaknesses (Hebrews 7:27-28). Therefore, God appointed Jesus, who is perfect, as High Priest, rather than another imperfect man. And because Jesus continues forever, God confirmed that His priesthood will never be changed. Therefore, our High Priest is only one Person: Jesus alone.


Hebrews 7:24-25 "24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."


If, through this word, we have come to know that Jesus is our High Priest, then we must no longer live in our own name. This is because, according to the word in Numbers 17:5, where God said that the rod of the one He chose would bud, the rod written not with the name of Levi but with the name of Aaron, the new life of resurrection will be given to those who live not in their own name, but in the name of Jesus.


Also, among many kinds of fruit, the rod with Aaron’s name written on it bore almonds because the meaning of the almond tree is "God accomplishing what He has spoken" (Jeremiah 1:11-12). In other words, through the almond fruit, God made known to all the people of Israel that Aaron and his sons were to carry out the office of the priesthood throughout their generations because "God Himself had spoken it and accomplished it." Thus, God caused Aaron’s name to be written on the rod of Levi in order to fulfill His own word, and this becomes the very reason why we must live in the name of Jesus. Therefore, to all who now live in the name of Jesus (Colossians 3:17), that is, to those who have become priests of the gospel (Romans 15:16), Jesus will surely fulfill the covenant He spoke below!


Matthew 19:27-29 "27Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 28And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life."


Amen.


  Concerning Baptism

  Among the methods of baptism that we commonly know, there are, broadly speaking, the following methods according to each denomination.


1) Immersion: the body is immersed in water.

2) Affusion: water is poured by hand upon the head.

3) Aspersion: water is sprinkled with the fingers.


In particular, as can be seen even from the name of the Baptist denomination, Baptists administer baptism by the method of "immersion." These days, it also seems that more and more churches, beyond denominational and sectarian boundaries, are giving baptism by immersion, according to the way Jesus received baptism through John the Baptist... However, in this chapter, I would like us to search the Scriptures together to see whether what we truly must receive is the "water baptism" mentioned above. If we come to understand through the Scriptures what baptism Jesus truly desired to receive, and had to receive, then it will also become clear what baptism we must receive.


Before we consider baptism, there is something we must first think about, and that is "circumcision."


In the Bible, all males among the people of Israel were required to be circumcised. This was the covenant God made with Abraham: throughout their generations, every male was to be circumcised on the eighth day after birth, and the uncircumcised male would be cut off from his people (Genesis 17:9-14). According to this law, Jesus also was circumcised on the eighth day after He was born (Luke 2:21). Nevertheless, most churches today do not compel men to be circumcised as Jesus was. Why is that? Is there some problem with practicing circumcision? Or has the church broken the covenant with God that was commanded to be kept throughout generations?... No, that is not so. God certainly commanded circumcision, and Jesus also was circumcised on the eighth day according to that covenant. Nevertheless, through Jesus and His disciples, circumcision of the flesh was no longer emphasized, because Jesus became a minister of the circumcision (Romans 15:8), and therefore circumcision made with hands was no longer the true circumcision. The people of Israel rather made circumcision of the flesh a boast in their flesh, and yet, as those who had been circumcised, they did not humbly hear and follow the words of Jesus (Galatians 6:11-13). They looked down on the uncircumcised, while regarding themselves as righteous people who had kept the covenant with God. But the Bible says that although they had received circumcision in the flesh, they had not received the circumcision that they truly needed in their hearts and ears (Acts 7:51). Thus, it became clear that circumcision of the flesh did not benefit the people of Israel at all, and that through the gospel the circumcision we must now receive is "the circumcision of Christ," that is, the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh (Colossians 2:11). For this reason, the early church no longer practiced circumcision of the flesh (Romans 2:25-29). This does not mean that God’s word commanding circumcision has not been kept from the early church until today. Rather, because of Jesus, it has been made possible for us to keep it more perfectly as the spiritual "circumcision of Christ."...


Now let us consider "baptism." We must all seriously search the Scriptures to see whether the "water baptism" emphasized in today’s churches is perhaps following the same path as the circumcision of the flesh in former times. In fact, just as with circumcision, the Bible speaks both of "baptism with water" and of the "spiritual baptism of Christ." Yet the truly more important spiritual baptism of Christ has not been emphasized, while the outward and visible, fleshly water baptism has instead been emphasized. As a result, churches administer "water baptism," issue something called a "baptism certificate," which is not found in the Bible, and even recognize people as "baptized members" on that basis. Think about it. Scripture says that judgment belongs only to Jesus (1 Corinthians 4:5), so how can a church judge someone to be a baptized member or not a baptized member? No matter how good the intention may be, the church can never do what is not written in the Bible. This is because the church is not above the Bible, but the Bible is above the church (Ephesians 1:22; Jesus is the Head of the church).


Therefore, regardless of the method by which water baptism is performed according to each denomination, what is truly important for us is not "water baptism" itself, but receiving the "spiritual baptism of Christ" given by Jesus.


Through the passages written below, we can clearly know how the water baptism of John the Baptist differs from the baptism of Jesus.


Matthew 3:11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."


John 1:33 "And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost."


Acts 1:5 "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."


Thus, the baptism that John the Baptist gave with water was "the baptism of repentance" (Mark 1:4, Luke 3:3, Acts 13:24, Acts 19:4), while the baptism of Jesus is "baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire." The baptism of John the Baptist foreshadowed the baptism of Jesus that would come later, just as the law of the Old Testament is a shadow of the gospel of the New Testament (Hebrews 10:1). In other words, the law of the Old Testament is the shadow, and the gospel of the New Testament is the reality. Although John the Baptist is recorded in the Gospels of the New Testament, Jesus said that he belonged to the law of the Old Testament (Matthew 11:13). Therefore, in this sense, the baptism given by John the Baptist may also be called the baptism unto Moses (1 Corinthians 10:2).


As seen in the passages above, since the "water baptism" given by John the Baptist was "the baptism of repentance," Jesus, who had no sin at all (1 John 3:5), did not actually need to receive it. That is why John the Baptist tried to prevent Jesus when He came to be baptized by him, as written below.


Matthew 3:13-15 "13Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him."


Nevertheless, the reason Jesus received water baptism through John the Baptist was, as verse 15 says, to fulfill all righteousness. In other words, just as Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after He was born, He did this in order to fulfill the law in His flesh. Since Jesus fulfilled the whole law in His flesh in this way, from that time onward we must receive not the water baptism of John the Baptist, but the baptism of Jesus, that is, the baptism of the Holy Ghost.


If the baptism we must receive were nothing more than "water baptism," the following words of Jesus would be difficult to understand.


Mark 10:38-40 "38But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized..."


The words above were spoken by Jesus to two of His disciples before He entered Jerusalem. The important part is that Jesus asked the two disciples, "Can ye... be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" In fact, Jesus had already received water baptism from John the Baptist. Nevertheless, He did not say, the baptism that I "was" baptized with, but the baptism that I "am" baptized with (Luke 12:50: I have a baptism to be baptized with). In other words, He was saying that there was a baptism that He still had to receive in the future. What kind of baptism was this? This baptism was clearly different from the "water baptism" (immersion) He had previously received from John the Baptist. Because the two disciples who heard these words at that time did not understand this baptism, they confidently answered, "We can." But now we all know what this baptism was that Jesus spoke of. The baptism that Jesus said He would receive, that is, the baptism He was yet to receive, referred to His death on the cross and His resurrection on the third day. Jesus came to this earth to receive not the water baptism of John the Baptist, but this baptism. And this baptism is the very "spiritual baptism that we also must receive"!


If Jesus had received the water baptism of John the Baptist but had not received the truly important baptism of the cross, what benefit would the water baptism received from John have had for Jesus or for us? The same is true for us today. If we have received water baptism from a church and have received a baptism certificate, but the desires of our flesh, that is, the old man, have still not died with Jesus, what benefit would that water baptism and baptism certificate received from the church have for us? This is the same as the people of Israel in the past receiving circumcision of the flesh, yet not receiving the circumcision that they truly needed in their hearts and ears, that is, the circumcision of Christ. Therefore, the baptism that is truly important for us, the baptism we absolutely must receive, is not "water baptism," but the baptism that Jesus received — the "baptism of Christ," in which we die and live together with Jesus.


Galatians 2:20 "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."


When we look at the passage above, Paul says that he was crucified with Christ, even though Paul was not actually crucified with Jesus, for Paul was chosen after Jesus had risen. This would not be speaking of his physical body. It does not mean that his physical body was crucified with Jesus; rather, it means that his old desires before knowing Jesus were crucified with Jesus. And from then on, he was saying that he would live again by faith in Jesus. This is the baptism of Jesus that we must receive. Therefore, through the passage in Colossians 2 below, Scripture clearly defines what the baptism of Christ is.


Colossians 2:12 "Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead."


As the passage above says, baptism is dying with Jesus and living with Jesus. In other words, baptism means that the old man, the old desires we had before knowing the words of Jesus, dies, and that we live again as people of faith who believe the words of Jesus. This can also be called "being born again" (John 3:1-5).


John 3:1-5 "... 3Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."


Romans 6:1-12 "... 3Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."


Now, through the passages above, we can clearly know that the true baptism we must receive is not water baptism received according to form and ceremony, but the death of our old man, our old desires, and living again by faith in the words of Jesus. In the end, "water baptism" is only a ceremony that shows us that we must die with Jesus and live with Jesus. If someone participates in this ceremony, yet in daily life is not born again through the words of Jesus and continues to live according to the old man, the old desires, then he may have participated well in the ceremony of baptism, but he has not yet received the truly important baptism of Jesus Christ. Therefore, in the passage from 1 Corinthians 1 below, the apostle Paul testified that giving water baptism is not what is important, but preaching the gospel of the cross is more important.


1 Corinthians 1:10-18 "10Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you... 13Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 15Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name. 16And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 17For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God."


Among the words above, the statement, "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel," teaches us that what is now important is not to whom we belong, or how we received water baptism, but that the preaching of the cross becomes the power of God to us, so that our old man, our old desires, dies and we live again by the words of Jesus.


Therefore, the question that Jesus asked James and John, the sons of Zebedee, in Mark 10:38-40, "Can ye... be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" is not a question that applied only to James and John at that time, but a question that applies equally to us today. Can we truly receive the baptism that Jesus received? This is not "water baptism." As we have seen above, to die with Jesus means to die to the desires of our own flesh (Galatians 5:24), to the old man (Ephesians 4:20-24), and to this world and the things of this world (1 John 2:15-17). And when we die with Jesus, God will also raise us up again, just as He raised Jesus!


2 Corinthians 4:14 "Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you."


2 Corinthians 13:4 "For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you."


Finally, baptism is received in the name of Jesus.


Matthew 19:26 says, "With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible." This is the meaning of the command to baptize in the name of Jesus. We cannot do it, but the name of Jesus makes it possible. Because the authority of the name of Jesus is great and strong, everything must bow before the name of Jesus (Philippians 2:9-10, Luke 10:17-19). This is why we must be baptized in the name of Jesus.


Matthew 28:19-20 "19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."


In this passage, the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is not three separate names of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, but one name only: "the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." This is because the name of the Father is Jesus (John 5:43, John 17:11), the name of the Son is Jesus (Matthew 1:21), and the name of the Holy Ghost is also Jesus (John 14:26) [see The Name of God, "Jesus"]. Therefore, the disciples of Jesus, who heard the command above directly, baptized only in one name, the name of "Jesus," as shown in the following passages.


Acts 2:38 "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."


Acts 10:48 "And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days."


Acts 19:5 "When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus."


According to the command Jesus gave in Matthew 28:19-20, all people must now be baptized "in the name of Jesus." Jesus gave this command to His disciples and to us because He desires all of us to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). In order for all of us to receive the life of resurrection, all of us must be born again in the name of Jesus, and therefore He commanded this. Now we must rightly discern this will of Jesus, and, as the apostle Paul said, "I die daily" (1 Corinthians 15:31), we also must die daily in the name of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may always be manifested in our body. Because the baptism of Jesus is the baptism of the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost, that is, the life of Jesus, will always be with those who receive the baptism of Jesus daily.


John 12:24 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."


2 Corinthians 4:10-11 "10Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh."


Amen.


  Let Us Fear the Name of Jesus

  Because we are those who are called by the name of God (Isaiah 43:7), we must fundamentally have in us a heart that desires to fear the name of Jesus. To fear means to honor and to stand in awe. Even in this world, people do not speak or act carelessly when they are doing something in the name of someone they respect. Therefore, we who believe in Jesus must be all the more careful in our words and actions so that we do not dishonor the name of Jesus. If, at our foundation, we do not have a heart that desires to fear Jesus, then even while saying that we believe in Jesus, we will speak and act according to our own will in daily life, and in the end we will obscure the glory of Jesus by doing so. Therefore, just as Proverbs says that the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7) and the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), at the very “foundation” of our faith we must always have a heart that desires to fear the name of Jesus. In this chapter, through the related words of Scripture, let us consider together the importance of fearing the name of Jesus...


[Fearing the name of the Lord is the way to obtain perfect wisdom.]


Micah 6:9 "The voice of Jehovah crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom will see thy name..."


In this passage, when it says that fearing the name of the Lord is perfect wisdom, it means that perfect wisdom is given to those who fear the name of Jesus. If a person who does not honor or fear the name of God were to receive wisdom, he would rather become proud through that wisdom and reveal himself more than Jesus. Therefore, it is only right that perfect wisdom is given to those who fear the name of the Lord. And perfect wisdom does not mean wisdom that knows only in part (1 Corinthians 13:9-10), but the complete wisdom that understands Christ, who is the mystery of God (Colossians 2:2-3). Therefore, in order to receive this “wisdom that is from above” (James 3:17-18), we also must fear the name of Jesus, our Lord (Philippians 2:11) [the name of the Lord = the name of Jesus; see The Name of God, “Jesus”].


[God hears the prayers of those who fear His name.]


Nehemiah 1:11 "O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear thy name; and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. Now I was cupbearer to the king."


Thus, God hears the prayers of His servants who delight to fear the name of God. Therefore, in order to receive answers to prayer, we also must fear the name of Jesus. If we do not have within us a heart that desires to fear the name of Jesus, our prayers will become prayers for our own desires (James 4:3), that is, “self-centered prayers,” and in the end God will not answer those prayers [see How to Pray]. God answers when we offer prayers that are centered on Jesus and desired by Jesus. Therefore, it is very important that we have a heart that desires to fear the name of Jesus. Truly, God hears the prayers of the servants of Christ (Galatians 1:10, 1 Corinthians 7:22-23) who delight to fear the name of Jesus, because through the answers to those prayers they will not become proud (Deuteronomy 32:15-19), but will give thanks and glory all the more to Jesus in the name of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:10, Ephesians 5:20, 2 Thessalonians 1:12).


[On the day of God’s judgment, those who fear the name of God will be blessed.]


Malachi 4:1-3 "1For, behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace; and all the proud, and all that work wickedness, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith Jehovah of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 2But unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in its wings; and ye shall go forth, and gambol as calves of the stall. 3And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I make, saith Jehovah of hosts."


In this passage, it says that those who will remain alive on the day of God’s judgment are also those who fear the name of God. From this word alone, we can clearly see how greatly God repays with grace those who fear His name. Through the words recorded below in Malachi 3 and Revelation 11, the word of God is also clear.


Malachi 3:16-18 "16Then they that feared Jehovah spake one with another; and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him, for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. 17And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, even mine own possession, in the day that I make; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 18Then shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not."


Revelation 11:18 "And the nations were wroth, and thy wrath came, and the time of the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and to them that fear thy name, the small and the great; and to destroy them that destroy the earth."


As the passages above testify, the proud and those who do evil, that is, those who do not fear God [Jeremiah 2:19], will surely perish, and those who fear the name of God will finally be blessed. Whether servants, prophets, or saints, both small and great, only those who fear the name of Jesus will receive a reward. Therefore, in order to receive not judgment but reward when Jesus comes, we all must fear the name of Jesus.


[Now we must pray according to the word below.]


Psalm 86:11 "Teach me thy way, O Jehovah; I will walk in thy truth: Unite my heart to fear thy name."


Because this passage says, “Unite my heart,” our heart must have only this one desire: to fear the name of Jesus. Our heart is easily divided into many things. That is why, through Proverbs 4:23, Scripture also says to keep thy heart with all diligence. This one heart that desires to fear only the name of Jesus — this heart is truly important for us. Therefore, for this, we must earnestly pray to Jesus in the name of Jesus.


What will happen if we do not fear the name of Jesus with one heart? Through the words of Deuteronomy 28 below, God has given us a lesson.


Deuteronomy 28:58-68 "58If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, JEHOVAH THY GOD; 59then Jehovah will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. 60And he will bring upon thee again all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee. 61Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will Jehovah bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 62And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude; because thou didst not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah thy God. 63And it shall come to pass, that, as Jehovah rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you, so Jehovah will rejoice over you to cause you to perish, and to destroy you; and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest in to possess it. 64And Jehovah will scatter thee among all peoples, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou nor thy fathers, even wood and stone. 65And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, and there shall be no rest for the sole of thy foot: but Jehovah will give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and pining of soul; 66and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear night and day, and shalt have no assurance of thy life. 67In the morning thou shalt say, Would it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would it were morning! for the fear of thy heart which thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. 68And Jehovah will bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I said unto thee, Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall sell yourselves unto your enemies for bondmen and for bondwomen, and no man shall buy you."


In fact, even in this world, there are countless punishments that come from not keeping the law. They are so many that we cannot know them all, and some punishments are so severe that we do not even want to know about them. The reason we do not want to know about countless punishments in this way is that we expect them to have nothing to do with us. In the same way, although the words of Deuteronomy 28:58-68 above are solemn words that record the plagues that come from not fearing the name of God, we only need to fear the name of Jesus so that these words may have nothing to do with us. Now our faith should not be the faith of a child who obeys because he is afraid of punishment. Rather, like a mature person who can understand the heart of his parents, we should fear the name of Jesus with a glad heart and a willing spirit because of the grace and love that Jesus shows us, and because of the reward He will give us.


Psalm 102:15 "So the nations shall fear the name of Jehovah, And all the kings of the earth thy glory."


Amen! According to the word above, all nations and all the kings of the earth must now humble themselves, fear the name of God, and fear the glory of God. We must put away our former way of boasting in our own wisdom, might, and riches, and instead boast that by the grace of God we are what we are (1 Corinthians 15:10). This is because the reason we exist in this world is entirely for the glory of God (Isaiah 43:7, 1 Corinthians 10:31). Realizing this is very important for us. This is because only when we come to know that we exist for the glory of the name of God (Exodus 9:16) can we humble ourselves and fear the name of Jesus.


Ezekiel 36:21-23 "21But I had regard for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations, whither they went. 22Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: I do not this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for my holy name, which ye have profaned among the nations, whither ye went. 23And I will sanctify my great name, which hath been profaned among the nations, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the nations shall know that I am Jehovah, saith the Lord Jehovah, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes."


Matthew 6:9 "After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."


2 Thessalonians 1:12 "That the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."


As the lessons given in the passages above teach us, we must fear the name of Jesus before considering ourselves. For, as we have seen above, those who fear the name of Jesus will, in the end, be blessed...


Amen.


  The Importance of Pitch/Bitumen

  The story of the flood in the days of Noah and of the ark is one of the passages well known to many people. On the other hand, it seems that the "pitch" that was applied inside and outside Noah's ark is not as well known to us, considering its importance. Therefore, in this chapter, we will consider the "pitch" that was applied inside and outside Noah's ark.


The dictionary meaning of "pitch" is said to be "a combustible liquid hydrocarbon obtained from wood resin or natural asphalt." In ancient times, pitch was also used to seal ships and baskets. Through the record of the Bible, we also see in Genesis 11:3 that when people at that time tried to build a city and a tower whose top would reach unto heaven, they used "slime had they for morter" instead of mortar. And in Exodus 2:3, it is recorded that when baby Moses was placed in an ark of bulrushes, it was daubed with slime and with pitch. From these passages, we can see that pitch, as a waterproofing material, played a very important role in preventing the waters of the flood from entering into the ark.


Genesis 6:14 "Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch."


In the passage above, the words "Make thee" teach Noah the purpose for building the ark and the reason he had to apply pitch to it. Just as it is written, "For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?" (Luke 9:25), God was teaching him to build the ark and to apply pitch within and without, not for someone else, but for his own life.


For a ship to float upon the water, waterproofing is essential. No matter how well the ark had been built, if pitch had not been applied within and without, the ark would quickly have sunk into the waters during the rain that continued for 150 days (Genesis 7:24). In this sense, applying the pitch was just as important as building the ark itself.


We today also need that pitch.


Jesus said that in the last days it would again be as it was in the days of Noah and in the days of Lot (Luke 17:26-30). By this, He teaches us that this world will be filled with sin to that extent. In such a time, all of us must enter into Jesus, who is the ark, that is, the Word, and we must make the name of Jesus our pitch within and without. This is the way for us to live, just as it was in the days of Noah.


Satan is always trying to sink us into the waters of this world.


Revelation 12:15 "And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood."


In the passage above, the woman does not refer to a woman according to gender, but to all of us who are to become the bride of Jesus (2 Corinthians 11:2). The serpent is that old serpent who deceived Adam and Eve away from the word of God in the beginning, and he is called the devil, Satan, who deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9). In other words, the passage above teaches us figuratively that Satan, who deceives the whole world, is trying to deceive us away from the Word, that is, the truth, and to plunge us into the midst of this world.


The reason we must not fall into this world is clear. Through the Bible, it is written that this world is polluted (2 Peter 2:20), that the whole world lieth in wickedness (1 John 5:19), and that all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father. Therefore, we are also told not to love the world, nor the things that are in the world (1 John 2:15-17).


1 John 2:15-17 "15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever."


Since this present world, as written in the passage above, consists of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, and since all these things are not of the Father, we must not become people who are submerged in this world and live fallen into this world. It is written that whoever is a friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4), and that this world will be judged at God’s appointed time, not by water now, but by fire (2 Peter 3:5-7). Therefore, so that we will not perish together when this world perishes, we must no longer be joined to the world. Rather, within the ark, that is, in Jesus, we must apply pitch, that is, live in the name of Jesus, so that we will not sink into the waters of the world.


As mentioned above, Satan is trying to deceive us away from the Word and make us fall into the world. From the beginning, the old serpent not only deceived Eve and caused her to depart from the word of God, but even afterward he has continued until today to work to entice the people of God away from the word of God. In order not to become like "Demas" (2 Timothy 4:10), who returned again to the world, we must all the more keep ourselves in the words of Jesus and in the name of Jesus. The name of Jesus can subdue all the power of the enemy (Luke 10:17-19), can cleanse us from this polluted world (1 John 2:12, Acts 10:43-44, Luke 24:47), and through the baptism of Christ, which we receive daily in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38, Galatians 2:20, 1 Peter 3:20-21), He enables us to crucify the affections and lusts (Galatians 5:24) [see Concerning Baptism]. Therefore, through the pitch that God commanded to be applied inside and outside Noah’s ark, He is teaching us to make the name of Jesus our pitch and to apply it inside and outside ourselves.


When He teaches us to apply the name of Jesus "inside and outside" ourselves like pitch, this means the following:


Romans 10:10, 13 "10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."


As the passage above says, this means that we must "believe with the heart and confess with the mouth." Just as Noah’s ark could float upon the waters because pitch was applied within and without, whoever believes with the heart and calls upon the name of Jesus with the mouth will be saved from the world (Acts 4:12). If our inside and outside do not agree like this, then the same thing that happened in the past to those who did not believe with the heart but merely used the name of Jesus with their mouths and were instead put to shame by demons (Acts 19:13-16) can happen to us today as well. In other words, instead of casting out demons, we would be defeated by them. Therefore, to "believe with the heart and confess with the mouth" the name of Jesus is a very important matter for us.


If we believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the authority of the name of Jesus (John 1:12), that name of Jesus will keep us from falling into this world (Acts 3:16) and will preserve our spirit, soul, and body blameless until Jesus comes again (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Just as a ship must always have pitch applied to it in order to remain safely afloat upon the water, when we do all things, whether in word or deed, in the name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17), that name of Jesus will always keep us!


John 17:6, 11-12 "6I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 11And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name which thou hast given me..." (the Father’s name = the name of Jesus [see John 5:43 and The Name of God, "Jesus"])


  Concerning the Temple and the Church

  [The Place Where the Temple of God Was Built]


2 Chronicles 3:1 "Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite."


In fact, the one who first desired to build the temple was David. However, because David had shed much blood through many wars (1 Chronicles 22:8), God caused His house to be built through David’s son Solomon. And unlike David, who had fought many wars, God gave Solomon peace from all his enemies round about, so that he could build the temple (1 Kings 5:3-4).


The word in 2 Chronicles 3:1 above tells us about the place where the temple of God was first built on this earth. It was called "Mount Moriah in Jerusalem." This Mount Moriah was also the place where Abraham had once intended to offer his only son Isaac (Genesis 22). In the passage above, it is described as the place where God appeared to David, namely, the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. In 1 Chronicles 21:24-30, we read that David sinned against God by numbering Israel, and a plague came upon them. But at the threshingfloor of Ornan, God repented of the evil and stayed the hand of the destroying angel from that place (1 Chronicles 21:15). Therefore David bought the place where the angel of God had appeared, paying the price for it, and there he offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. Then the LORD answered him by fire upon the altar of burnt offering.

(In this sense, all these events that happened earlier to Abraham and to David were, amazingly, testimonies concerning Jesus, who would one day become the sacrificial offering in our place in order to pay the price for the sins of mankind.)


[The Purpose for Which God Caused the Temple to Be Built]


2 Chronicles 6:5-6 "5Since the day that I brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt I chose no city among all the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that my name might be there; neither chose I any man to be a ruler over my people Israel: 6But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and have chosen David to be over my people Israel."


2 Chronicles 6:10 "The LORD therefore hath performed his word that he hath spoken: for I am risen up in the room of David my father, and am set on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built the house for the name of the LORD God of Israel."


As the passages above show, the purpose for which God caused His temple to be built on this earth was so that His holy name might be placed there. We must remember that God chose Mount Moriah in Jerusalem and caused the temple to be built there in order to place His name there. If we forget this original purpose, our faith will inevitably become corrupted. Then, as Jesus said, "Destroy this temple" (John 2:19), even the temple of God can be torn down at any time (Luke 21:5-6). If we remember the purpose for which God commanded the temple to be built, we will not come to the temple for ourselves. Since the temple of God exists only for the name of God, it must never become a place for man, or a place where man is at the center. In the same way, the priests who serve in the temple of God, that is, pastors today, should become servants who please God rather than servants who please men (Galatians 1:10).


Romans 1:21-23 "21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things."


[The Temple in the New Testament Age, after Jesus]


John 2:19-21 "19Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21But he spake of the temple of his body."


As shown in the passage above, Jesus testified that now the temple is not a visible building, but His own body. At that time, people did not understand the word of Jesus, and rather regarded His statement about destroying the temple of God as blasphemous (Matthew 27:39-40). But according to the word of Jesus, the visible temple is no longer the temple of God. Just as the body of Jesus became the temple, our bodies also must become the temple of God. For this purpose, just as David bought the threshingfloor of Ornan for a price (1 Chronicles 21:22), Jesus bought us with the price of His blood.


1 Corinthians 6:19-20 "19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s."


1 Corinthians 3:9, 16-17 "9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."


All of the passages above teach us that we ourselves are the temple. Therefore, the place where we worship is no longer what is important. In the Old Testament age, people had to come to Jerusalem, the place God had chosen, in order to worship. Even today, there are people who regard the place of worship as important. But after the gospel of Jesus, the place is no longer important.


Acts 17:24 "God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands."


Acts 7:48 "Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands..."


As the passages above say, God does not dwell in temples made with hands. This is because our bodies are now the temple of God. That is why Jesus was not bound to the place called Jerusalem, but preached the word of God in the fields, on the mountains, and wherever He was. The apostle Paul also preached the word in his own hired house. We today also must know that what matters is not which place we go to, but whether, wherever we are, our hearts are such that Jesus will come to us.


Acts 28:30-31 "30And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31Preaching the kingdom of God..."


John 4:20-24 "20Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."


Now, as the passage above says, the place where we worship is not what matters. What matters more is how we, who have become the temple of God, worship with all our hearts in spirit and in truth. Just as God commanded the temple to be built for His name, if we gather for the name of Jesus with hearts that are in spirit and in truth, Jesus will come to us and make His abode with us, regardless of the place or the number of people.


Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."


John 14:23 "Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."


In the Old Testament age, God chose Jerusalem and commanded the temple to be built there in order to place His name there. In other words, the reason our bodies are called the temple of God is so that God may place His name in us. Jesus, whose body first became the temple, did not live in His own name, but was called by the name of God and lived in the name of God [see The Name of God, "Jesus"]. The apostle Paul, who was chosen after the resurrection of Jesus, was the same.


Acts 9:15 "But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel."


This shows that the apostle Paul’s being chosen for the name of Jesus is in the same context as God choosing Jerusalem in the Old Testament age and placing His name there.


[The Attitude We Should Have as the Church]


After the gospel, we are now the temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17). Nevertheless, the reason we need a place called church is because, in the last days, we may be weak by ourselves, and therefore we are told not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.


Hebrews 10:23-25 "23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching."


And naturally, for people to gather, some kind of place is needed. But the place is only a place. We must not confine Jesus to that place, nor should we ourselves be bound to that place. What matters is the heart of us who have become the church. Wherever we worship, if we offer worship in spirit and in truth, remembering the name of Jesus, Jesus will come to that place (Exodus 20:24, Matthew 18:20, John 4:23).


Therefore, our church must never become a church for man, or a church where man is at the center. This is because the purpose for which God established the temple on this earth was only for His name. Just as the purpose for choosing the apostle Paul was for the name of Jesus (Acts 9:15), the reason He has chosen and called us today is also for the name of Jesus (Isaiah 43:7). Therefore, within the church, there can be no strife, envy, or jealousy. Such things are all fleshly things that arise because people insist on what is their own (1 Corinthians 3:1-4).


If we are all for the name of Jesus, then in Jesus we can all become one (1 Corinthians 1:10). Therefore, churches should not be divided into many denominations and sects, but should belong only to Jesus as one. This is because we all exist as individual members for Jesus.


1 Corinthians 1:11-13 "11For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 12Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 13Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?"


1 Corinthians 12:12-27 "12For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ... For the body is not one member, but many... And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body... That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular."


As the passage above says, although each member is different, just as the body is one, we are all members of Jesus, who is the body. Therefore, we must now cast down our own thoughts and arguments (2 Corinthians 10:5-6), and become people who work together for good for the name of Jesus. Then, on the day when Jesus comes again, we also will all participate together in the glory of Jesus...


Romans 8:28 "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose."


2 Thessalonians 1:12 "That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."


  Blessed Are Those Who Are Reproached or Persecuted for the Name of Jesus

  Acts 14:22 "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."


As the passage above says, the word that we must go through much tribulation in order to enter into the kingdom of God was not written to make us afraid. Rather, it was written to awaken spiritual vigilance in us who are living in these last days. Through this word, we can know in advance that there will be many kinds of tribulations before we enter the kingdom of God. Therefore, even in times of peace, we can prepare and be ready with the strong and courageous "faith of Jesus" (Revelation 14:12). To neglect training and preparation because things are peaceful, or to have a heart that fears and avoids spiritual warfare and tribulation, is surely not the heart that a soldier of Jesus should have.


Ephesians 6:10-13(-20) "10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand..."


No matter how this world appears to us now, we must not forget, as the passage above teaches, that these are the last days and a time of fierce spiritual warfare. Therefore, as soldiers of Jesus who fight the spiritual battle (2 Timothy 2:3-4), we must put on the whole armour of God through the words of Jesus and always be armed with strong and courageous faith.


1 Peter 5:8 "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."


The word "devil" is said to mean "slanderer" or "accuser" in Greek. The reason we must always be sober and watchful is that this devil, the slanderer, goes about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. The one whom the devil seeks to hinder is God’s anointed one.


Psalm 89:51 "Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD; wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed."


By seeking out the Lord’s anointed ones, that is, those who are people of the Holy Spirit, and by hindering their conduct, the devil ultimately tries to cause the name of God to be blasphemed. This is the purpose desired by the devil, the slanderer. In other words, through the things of this world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-17) — he hinders those who believe in Jesus, and in the end he seeks to dishonor the name of Jesus, which is the name of God, so that others may not rely on the name of Jesus. There is a clear reason why the devil does this. It is because "the name of Jesus is the only name with authority that can restrain him."


Luke 10:17-20 "17And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy (John 1:12-13): and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven."


Acts 16:16-18 "... 18And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour."


Mark 16:17-18 "17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues..."


Even in the wars of this world, when a soldier captures an enemy soldier, he must first disarm him. This is to take away the enemy’s weapons so that he can no longer fight. Spiritually, it is the same. Because the devil knows well that the name of Jesus is the only authoritative name that can restrain him, he tries to take the name of Jesus away from us. In the end, his purpose, as the slanderer, is to hinder the conduct of those who believe in Jesus, to make the name of Jesus be dishonored, and thereby to keep others from believing in and relying on the name of Jesus.


Romans 2:23-24 "23Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 24For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written."


Thus, the result of hindering the conduct of the Lord’s anointed ones ultimately appears as the defiling of God’s name among the nations. Therefore, as written in Ezekiel 36:21-23 below, God clearly declared His will to sanctify His name again, which had been defiled among the nations. This is also mentioned first in the Lord’s Prayer that Jesus taught us.


Ezekiel 36:21-23 "21But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 22Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 23And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes."


Matthew 6:9 "After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."


From what we have examined so far, it has become clear what kind of tribulation we must endure and what spiritual battle we must fight. The tribulation we must endure until we enter the kingdom of God must be tribulation endured for the sake of keeping holy the name of Jesus, which is the name of God. And the spiritual battle we must fight is the battle against the adversary, the devil, who seeks to dishonor the name of Jesus. Because the devil tries to hinder our conduct and thereby dishonor the name of Jesus, we must fight against this so that, rather, the name of Jesus may be glorified through us.


On the other hand, the adversary, the devil, is trying all the more to make God’s people forget the name of God.


Jeremiah 23:27 "Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal."


Acts 4:17-19 "17But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name. 18And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye."


Acts 5:33-42 "... 40And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name..."


In the face of the power of Satan, which seeks to make people forget the name of Jesus and keep them from using it, we too must fight with strong and steadfast faith, just as the disciples of Jesus did (1 Timothy 6:12). Even if we suffer because of this, we should rather rejoice that He has counted us worthy to suffer shame for the name of Jesus.


The old serpent, called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9), deceives the whole world according to his name and hinders people from relying on the name of Jesus, the name of God, which can restrain all his power. As mentioned above, this is because that path becomes the way to destroy us all. Therefore, it is not at all strange for us to be reproached or persecuted in this world because of the name of Jesus. Rather, through this, it becomes evidence that we do not belong to them, and so it becomes a cause for joy to us.


John 15:18-22 "... 19If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me. 22If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin."


Matthew 24:9 "Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake."


Thus, when we seek to endure so that we do not dishonor the name of Jesus in this world, we may face many kinds of tribulation. This is because the adversary, the devil, hates it. However, since tribulation surely works patience, patience experience, and experience hope (Romans 5:3-4), the tribulation we receive because of the name of Jesus will certainly become a blessing to us, as the passage below says.


1 Peter 4:12-14 "12Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 14If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you."


Amen.


  Let Us Call upon the Name of Jesus

  Psalm 50:15 "And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."


Trouble, according to its dictionary meaning, refers to "a very distressing and painful matter or situation." And there are not only physical troubles, in which we face difficult circumstances in the flesh, but also spiritual troubles, such as being tested by God or being cut off from God.


In any case, whether the trouble is physical or spiritual, when a difficult time comes upon us, we must not try to escape from that trouble by relying on unreliable human beings (Proverbs 25:19, Psalm 146:3) or by following the teachings of the world (Colossians 2:20-23). If we believe in Jesus, then according to the method taught in the Bible, we must call upon the name of Jesus and receive salvation, that is, deliverance, from Jesus. This is because our faith must be the faith that believes only "the name of Jesus is the name of our salvation" (Acts 4:12).


Joel 2:30-32 "30And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of Jehovah cometh. 32And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered; for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those that escape, as Jehovah hath said, and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call."


The words from Joel above are later quoted twice in the Gospel age. First, on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit of truth descended upon this earth for the first time, God caused this word to be proclaimed through the disciples in the languages of many nations.


Acts 2:17-21 "17And it shall be in the last days, saith God... 19And I will show wonders in the heaven above, and signs on the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: 20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the day of the Lord come, that great and notable day. 21And it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved."


And through the apostle Paul, whom Jesus chose after His resurrection, He also caused the same word written in Joel to be preached, just as He had done through the other disciples whom He had chosen before His resurrection.


Romans 10:12-13 "12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon him: 13for, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."


When we compare the passages mentioned above, in the Old Testament, Joel 2 says, "whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered." But in the New Testament, Acts 2 and Romans 10 say, "whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Just as Jehovah was our Lord in the Old Testament age, now through the gospel of the New Testament, Jesus has become our Lord. Therefore, in order that we may call only upon the name of Jesus, who is the one Lord, Jehovah and Jesus are both called by the same title, Lord (Acts 2:34-36, Romans 10:9, Philippians 2:11; see The Name of God, "Jesus"). It is very important for us to know this. This is because when Psalm 50:15 says, "call upon me in the day of trouble," we must know exactly who that "me" is so that we may call upon Him and rely on Him. Therefore, if today we find ourselves in hard and difficult circumstances, we must call upon and appeal to Jesus in the name of Jesus, for He is the One who will deliver us from that trouble.


Zechariah 13:8-9 "8And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith Jehovah, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 9And I will bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God."


Zephaniah 3:9-13 "9For then will I turn to the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of Jehovah, to serve him with one consent... 12But I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall take refuge in the name of Jehovah..."


Through the passages above, we are also taught that when those who are being tested call upon and trust in the name of God, they can be protected and remain to the end. The reason it is important for us to remain to the end is that only those who remain to the end through various trials are said to receive "salvation."


Romans 9:27 "And Isaiah crieth concerning Israel, If the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that shall be saved."


Matthew 10:22 "And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved."


By our own strength, we cannot endure to the end. It is possible only by the name of Jesus. Through the Bible, we are taught that even the people of Israel, though they had been chosen by God, could not endure to the end when rain did not fall for three and a half years.


1 Kings 18:21-24 "21And Elijah came near unto all the people, and said, How long go ye limping between the two sides? if Jehovah be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, am left a prophet of Jehovah; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men... 24And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of Jehovah; and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken."


Elijah told the people of Israel, as in the passage above, that if Jehovah was their God, they should follow Him. Yet astonishingly, the people of Israel did not stand on God’s side. This was because of the tribulation of having no rain for three and a half years. In the same way, when tribulation becomes severe, no one can confidently say how we today might change (Matthew 23:30-31). Therefore, since none among us can dare to say that he stands (1 Corinthians 10:12), we all must not rely on our own strength, but humbly call upon, that is, rely only on, the name of Jesus. The prophets of Baal called upon the name of Baal, and Elijah called upon the name of Jehovah. As a result, the one who received an answer by fire was not the 450 prophets of Baal, but Elijah alone, the prophet who called upon the name of God.


Therefore, when we face hard and difficult circumstances, our only solution is to call upon the name of God, that is, the name of Jesus!


2 Chronicles 14:11-12 "11And Asa cried unto Jehovah his God, and said, Jehovah, there is none besides thee to help, between the mighty and him that hath no strength: help us, O Jehovah our God; for we rely on thee, and in thy name are we come against this multitude. O Jehovah, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee. 12So Jehovah smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled."


The passage above describes the scene in which Asa cried out to God when Zerah the Ethiopian came against Asa, king of Judah, with a great army. What can the weak do against the strong in such a situation? The only One who can help us is Jesus alone. If we do not have the help of Jesus, how can the weak defeat the strong? Therefore, we must call upon the name of Jesus by faith.


The battle between the giant Goliath and the boy David also clearly teaches us how important it is for us to rely on the name of God.


1 Samuel 17:45 "Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin: but I come to thee in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied."


In the end, the young David, who did not rely on sword or spear but relied only on the name of God, won that great battle... Now these words must not remain merely as histories of the past, but must become "present faith" for us who are living today. This is because God had these past histories carefully recorded and preserved in the Bible until today in order to give us, who are living today, "the faith that calls upon the name of Jesus."


In addition, from the passage in Acts below, we can know that if we today are to enter the kingdom of God, we must go through much tribulation.


Acts 14:22 "Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."


This word gives us boldness. This is because it tells us that there will be much tribulation for us until we enter the kingdom of God, and through this, our attitude toward the day of trouble can become bold through faith. Therefore, what we must be concerned about is not whether the day of trouble will come upon us, but that we must remember this: "How much will we be able to call upon the name of Jesus by faith in the day of trouble?"


Proverbs 24:10 "If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small."


Luke 18:1-8 "1And he spake a parable unto them to the end that they ought always to pray, and not to faint... 6And the Lord said, Hear what the unrighteous judge saith. 7And shall not God avenge his elect, that cry to him day and night, and yet he is longsuffering over them? 8I say unto you, that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"


As this passage says, when we call earnestly upon the name of Jesus by faith all the more in the day of trouble, Jesus will see that faith and will quickly save us. We must not become faithless people who do not believe that Jesus will answer us. Rather, we must always believe in the salvation of the name of Jesus, and by that faith call upon the name of Jesus to the end. Then Jesus will surely answer our prayer, and in the end our joy will be full!


Acts 4:7-12 "... 9If we this day are examined concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, by what means this man is made whole; 10be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in him doth this man stand here before you whole... 12And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved."


John 14:13-14 "13And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will I do."


John 16:24 "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be made full."


Amen.



1 Corinthians 1:2-3 "2Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, even them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."
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